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1. OCTOBER 12 BUDAPEST PRESS CARRIED CURIOUS PEKING 
DATE-LINED MTI (HUNGARIAN NEWS SERVICE) ITEM BY CORRESPONDENT 
ENDRE ACZEL. 

2. ACCORDING THIS ACCOUNT BASED ON "DIPLOMATIC SOURCES" 

IN PEKING, PRC HAS "CONEIRMED SEMI-OEFICIALLY" THE POLITICAL 
REHABILITATION OF PENG CHEN, EORMER MAYOR OF CHINESE CAPITAL. 
UNTIL 1966 PENG CHEN ONE OE TOP LEADERS IN CHINESE COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND OFTEN MENTIONED AS POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR TO MAO 

TSE TUNG HIMSELE. AS OUTSTANDING POLITICAL AND STATE 
LEADER AND MEMBER OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
PENG CHEN IMPLEMENTED IN THOSE YEARS "REMARKABLE 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES." HE ELABORATED 
ANTI-SOVIET LINE FOLLOWED BY CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY; 

BUT HE LATER BECAME ONE OE EIRST TOP-RANKING VICTIMS OF 
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CULTURAL REVOLUTION. 
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3. MTI STATES THAT TIN TIN JAT PO, HONG KONG NEWSPAPER, 

CARRIED ON OCTOBER 4 FIRST NEWS OF PENG CHEN'S REHABILITATION 
AND EVEN ALLEGED THAT HE HAD BEEN RESTORED TO MEMBERSHIP 
IN CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY. BUT ENDRE ACZEL DISCLOSES 
THAT "SEMI-OFFICIAL SOURCES" IN PEKING DOUBT VERY MUCH 
THAT LATTER ALLEGATION IS TRUE. 

4. COMMENT: MTI IS REGULARLY AND TRADITIONALLY FOLLOWER 
OF TASS AND MOSCOW PRESS LINE ON EVENTS IN FAR AWAY CHINA; 

NOT A LEADER. SPEED WITH WHICH MTI AND HUNGARIAN PRESS HOMED 
IN ON POLITICAL FORTUNES OF PENG CHEN WHOSE FATE 

IS OF SCANT CONCERN TO MAGYAR READERS IS AMAZING. 
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